
 

 
 

May 9, 2018 
 
 
 
Dr. Steven Jacobs, DVM 
President 
College of Veterinarians of Ontario 
2106 Gordon Street 
Guelph, ON  N1L 1G6 
 
 
 
Dear Dr. Jacobs, 
 
Thank you very much for the opportunity to review CVO’s Draft Practice Standards on Prescribing, 
Dispensing, Compounding and Extra-Label Drug Use. 
 
 
The OVMA’s Board of Directors has reviewed the draft document and would like to provide feedback for 
consideration. Please find enclosed our response which includes suggestions for wording changes, a 
definition clarification, and additional criteria for practice expectations. 
 
 
Thank you once again for the chance to provide a response to this draft.  We hope this input is helpful.  
If you have any questions regarding this response, please contact OVMA’s Manager of Government and 
External Relations, Brandi Deimling at bdeimling@ovma.org or 1-800-670-1702, ext. 224. 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Gwen Jeun, DVM 
President 
 
 
 

mailto:bdeimling@ovma.org
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PRESCRIBING  

▪ Practice Expectation 5  
As the practice standard deals specifically with prescribing medications, for clarity, it is 
recommended that this expectation be amended to read, “Understands that an exception to the 
requirement that a VCPR must be established before a veterinarian can provide veterinary 
services (inclusive of prescribing a drug) includes where a veterinarian determines that there is 
an emergency situation and that an animal or animals require(s) immediate veterinary services 
therapeutic intervention.” (words in italics added) 
 

▪ Practice Expectation 6  
The wording in the first two sentences is somewhat ambiguous.  It is recommended that the 
wording clearly indicate that a drug approved for human use is the second option to be used 
only if there is no suitable drug approved for veterinary use.   
 
Also, at a time when the government, veterinarians and producers are working together to 
enhance food safety and ensure more prudent use of antimicrobial medications, the College 
should not allow veterinarians to substitute compounded products for approved products in 
food animals solely to reduce the cost of the medication to the producer. It is therefore 
recommended that the last sentence be amended to read, “Understands that prescribing a 
compounded product instead of an approved drug should not be done solely for the economic 
benefit of the veterinarian or a food animal producer.” (words in italics added)   
 

▪ Practice Expectation 12  
The expectation is that the veterinarian will prescribe an antimicrobial drug “in a manner 
consistent with prudent use of antimicrobial drugs that sustains the clinical efficacy of the drug 
by optimizing drug use, choice, dosing, duration, and route of administration, while minimizing 
the emergence of resistance and other adverse effects.”  OVMA recommends that CVO indicate 
how it is defining prudent use.  Is it defined by the wording in Expectation 12, or is the definition 
elsewhere? 
 

▪ Practice Expectation 14  
OVMA accepts that the veterinarian should be required to note in the medical record that 
he/she has informed the client of any common side effects and serious risks, as well as the 
proper storage, handling and administration of the drug.  However, OVMA recommends that the 
veterinarian not be required to detail the specifics of the side effects, risks, etc., each time a 
drug is prescribed.  A notation that the relevant information pertaining to the drug in question 
has been imparted to the client should suffice.  
 
The requirement to enter and retain this information in the medical record is a concern in food 
animal medicine, as this is not current practice for most food animal practitioners. If this 
information is to be included in the medical record each time a drug is dispensed, the 
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veterinarian’s workload and the resulting cost to the client would both increase substantially. 
OVMA therefore recommends that this expectation be amended to allow this information to be 
included in the Standard Operating Procedures provided to the producer by the veterinarian as 
an alternative to being entered in the medical record.  
 

▪ Practice Expectation 17 (a) 
It is recommended that the weight of the animal be added to a written or oral prescription.  This 
information would be essential in determining the proper dosage for the medication.  

 
 
DISPENSING 

▪ Definition of Prescription  
The expectation states that “A prescription in an evidence based or informed order…”  OVMA 
asks that CVO clarify how an “order” is defined. 
 

▪ Practice Expectation 5 
OVMA recommends that CVO clarify whether the information regarding side effects, risks, 
storage, handling and administration can be provided orally.  
 
As noted in the comments on the Prescribing Practice Standard, OVMA accepts that the 
veterinarian should be required to indicate in the medical record that he/she has informed the 
client of any common side effects and serious risks, as well as the proper storage, handling and 
administration of the drug.  However, OVMA recommends that the veterinarian not be required 
to detail the specifics of the side effects, risks, etc., each time a drug is dispensed.  A notation 
that the relevant information pertaining to the drug in question has been imparted to the client 
should suffice.  
 
It is also recommended that the College allow this information to be included in the farm SOP 
instead of the medical record for food animal clients (see rational under Prescribing Expectation 
14, above).  
 

▪ Practice Expectation 6  
It is recommended that CVO clarify whether the reference to including the withholding time 
information on the label refers to the manufacturer’s label or the veterinarian’s label.  If it is 
already included on the manufacturer’s label, OVMA sees no reason for the veterinarian to 
duplicate that information on the veterinary practice’s label.  
 

▪ Practice Expectation 22  
The requirements set out under Expectation 22 are not common practice in food animal 
medicine.  Prescriptions for a given producer are often written annually, with the producer 
purchasing medication as needed in accordance with that prescription. Most of the information 
set out in the expectation (name and address of owner, name, strength and quantity of drug 
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prescribed, DIN, directions for use, prescribing veterinarian) would be recorded when the 
medication is prescribed. The remaining information (price and date dispensed) would be 
recorded in the practice sales information. OVMA therefore recommends that CVO review the 
applicability of this requirement to food animal medicine, to ensure that the College is not 
inadvertently and unnecessarily increasing the cost of service to food animal producers.  
 
This expectation also states that the information to be recorded shall include “the name of the 
prescribing veterinarian if the veterinarian prescribing the drug is not the same as the 
veterinarian dispensing the drug.”  OVMA recommends that CVO clarify whether this needs to 
be done if the two veterinarians work in the same practice.  Also, as drugs are often dispensed 
by auxiliaries, it is recommended that CVO clarify how that is to be reflected in the record.  
 

▪ Practice Expectation 24  
The practice standard requires veterinarians to include a significant amount of information on 
the container label. This could be a challenge, particularly for smaller containers that can only 
accommodate a small label.  It would therefore be helpful if CVO could include, as an appendix 
to the practice standard, an example or examples of medication labels that include all of the 
required information.  
 

▪ Practice Expectation 24(c)  
Food animal medications are often sold in large quantities. Requiring each container in a case to 
be labelled individually will be a labour-intensive task which is likely to result in an increased 
cost to the client. OVMA therefore recommends that the practice expectation provide 
veterinarians with the flexibility to provide the relevant information that would appear on the 
individual labels as part of the SOPs or include that information in the on-farm book.  
 
 

COMPOUNDING  
▪ Practice Expectation 6  

As per the Guidelines for Compounding Preparations outlined by the Ontario College of 
Pharmacists, compound drug labels are to follow federal and provincial requirements, which 
include trace-back information. 
 
It is therefore recommended that the label of a compounded formulation also include the lot 
number of the drug for trace-back purposes should any problems arise with the medication. 
 
 

▪ Practice Expectation 7  
OVMA agrees with the expectation in principle but wishes to ensure that veterinarians only 
keep on hand enough compounded product to meet the anticipated need.  It is therefore 
recommended that the expectation be amended as follows: 
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- Understands that he or she may issue a prescription for a quantity of a compounded 
formulation in the absence reasonable expectation of an a formerly identified need in a 
patient or patient group for maintaining an inventory of the compounded formulation 
for in-office use that is reasonably expected to be used before the beyond use date. 
(new wording in italics) 
 

▪ Practice Expectation 10  
It is recommended that this expectation be amended to read, “Understands that prescribing a 
compounded product instead of an approved drug should not be done solely for economic 
reasons for the veterinarian the economic benefit of the veterinarian or a food animal producer.” 
(words in italics added) (See rationale under Prescribing Practice Expectation 6, above) 
 

EXTRA-LABEL DRUG USE 
▪ Practice Expectation 2  

There are a number of medications that are frequently and safely prescribed extra-label in 
companion animal medicine, based on current research and evidence for a specific species. 
Requiring veterinarians to inform the client that the drug is being used extra-label and to obtain 
informed consent every time such a drug is used is overly onerous, given the potential risk 
involved.  It is therefore recommended that the expectation be amended to read, “Obtains 
informed consent from the client when prescribing a drug in an extra-label manner that, in light 
of current research and evidence, poses a significant or unknown threat to the species for which 
the medication is being prescribed.” (added words in italics) 
 

▪ Practice Expectation 5  
The current wording is somewhat ambiguous. OVMA recommends that the wording clearly set 
out that a drug approved for human use is the second option to be used only if there is no 
suitable drug approved for veterinary use.  

 


